Charlottetown Amateur Radio Club

President
Bill McMaster VY2WM
Secretary Vice-President Treasurer

Julia Ashworth VY2JA  Joel MacNeill VY2KW  Charles Easter VY2CE

Minutes of September 3, 2024 meeting

Bill VY2WM called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.

Members present were:

Bill McMaster VY2WM

Brent Taylor VY2HF

Bruce Maclean VY2BM

Arden Gallant VY2ALG

Fraser Ashworth VY2FA

Tyler MacNeill VY2TM

Ron MacKay VE1AIC

Darrell MacArthur VY20M
Andrew Jorgensen VY2HZ

Reg Sharkey VY2REG

Aaron Shelvey VY2DIY

Devin Garlick VY2DFG

Chris VanHorn VY2HC

Ricardo Angel VY2AN (virtually)
Brian Chesley VE1BAC (virtually)

Bill Glydon VY2LI sent his regrets.

Sick and Silent Keys:

Joel MacNeill VY2KW

Richard Burke VY2RB

Micah Gallant VY2MIC
Charles Easter VY2CE

Julia Ashworth VY2JA

Brian Gorveatt VY2BG

Mike McNeill VY2MG

Selina MacArthur VY20L
Elizabeth Jorgensen VY2KV
Gordon Bernard VY2GB

Doug Silliker VY2DS

Ken Williams SWL

George Meggison VY2GM
Tracey Allen VY2TAZ (virtually)
Aaron Boeker VY2EK (virtually)



Bill VY2WM noted that Serge Szpilfogel VE1KG of Bayside NS had sadly passed away on
August 13. Besides Bill, Serge was the only other EME operator in the Maritimes.

Announcements:

None noted.

Minutes of August 6, 2024 meeting:
Bill VY2WM advised that since the minutes for the last members’ meeting had been emailed to
all members there was no need for the secretary to read them. There were no questions

regarding the minutes.

Moved by Richard VY2RB, seconded by Mike VY2MG to approve the minutes as circulated. All

approved, motion carried.

Business arising from the minutes:

None noted at this point.

President Report:

Bill VY2WM reported that the International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend (ILLW) event
that took place on August 17 and 18 had been a great success. A number of members of the club
participated and managed to activate eight out of the ten lighthouses on PEI. Bill spent 13

hours making contacts and managed to work locations as far as Israel and Brazil.

Treasurer Report:

Charles VY2CE reported that one new member had joined in August, giving total income from
membership of $840.00 to date. We also received a donation of $100.00 which brings the club’s
total donations to $160.00 to date. The sale of three COAX study guides was $195.00, and

tuition for the 2024 fall licensing course was $100.00.

Bank expenses for the month of August was $3.75, giving a total to date of $31.65. Ten COAX

study guide books have been ordered, but the invoice has not been received yet.



Moved by Charles VY2CE, seconded by Doug VY2DS that the financial report be approved. All

in favour, motion carried.

Committee Reports:

Training/Education:

Brent VY2HF reported that we had received the go ahead from the Canadian Red Cross to be
able to use their space again. The Fall 2024 Basic Licensing Course will start on Thursday,
September 5th and run until the first Monday in November (the 4th). After that, the exam will
be scheduled depending on when it best suits the candidates.

We have nine confirmed, two possibles, and few more maybes. Brent guesses that we’ll likely
have around 10 or 11 students in total on this course. Currently, we have a total of six or seven
teachers for which Brent, Bill VY2WM, and Joel VY2KW are very grateful as it makes it easier

all round.

At this point, Michael VY2CO told the club that he had moved his FT950 to Andrews of
Stratford for them to be able to offer ham radio as an activity. He’s planning on purchasing the
call sign VY2ASH for them. As a result, there will likely be two or three members of the staff

(maybe more) who will be taking our basic licensing course, either this fall or in the spring.

Brent VY2HF told the club that an Advanced Licensing Study Group was now definitely on the
cards. He’s already heard from a number of members interested. The group would work more
like a seminar than a regular class. Students would prepare in advance and discuss any
questions or difficulties. The instructor would only be facilitating and answering questions. Bill
VY2WM had previously made the suggestion that at each meeting a student would prepare a
segment to present and teach to the others. The group would use the COAX Advanced Study
Guide.

Brent said that the most likely location would be the Charlottetown library, either in a
specifically booked room or one of the free rooms. The cost of a booked room is $15 for one
hour with the advantage that we would definitely have the space for the entire hour. Likely
meeting times would be weekday evenings or Saturdays. Anybody who is interested in

participating, please email Brent with their availability.



Fraser VY2FA asked if an advanced study group net might be an idea. Bill VY2WM and Brent
VY2HF agreed that this could be a useful addition to a biweekly meet-up (every two weeks).

Brent VY2HF added that the club currently only had one examiner. It might be a good idea to
have a second one. In order to become an examiner, an operator needs to have an advanced
licence as well as a Morse Code endorsement. Anybody who has been practicing Morse Code
and feels comfortable with just 5 words per minute, please reach out to Brent to take the Morse

Code test.

Repeater Update:

Ron VE1AIC reported that a week or so ago there had been a problem with the CRA repeater.
This was due to the controller suffering a bit-shift and shutting off port-1 COR. Ron
reprogrammed port-1 and it seems to have fixed the problem. He’s also added a macro to
prevent this from happening again.

The Belfast repeater got a little hot in the summer, but it was fine. The box is very well

insulated. It all works very well. Ron said he might paint the box at some point.

Correspondence:
Julia said that she’d forgotten to mention Alan MacLoad VY2AM earlier who had passed away
July 26th.

New/Ongoing Business:

Illegal Transmissions:

Bill VY2WM reported that Brent VY2HF and Ron VE1AIC had heard and recorded illegal
transmissions. It seems that some lobster fishermen off the coast of Summerside and
Victoria-by-the-Sea have been illegally using the ham bands on 146.555 MHz. Brent has spoken
with Brad VE1ZX who experienced a similar problem in NS. There, they were using a repeater
frequency. They were unable to chase them down, but transmissions stopped eventually. Bill
said that these guys were using code names and so definitely knew that what they were doing
was illegal. Can anybody who can hear them please record them so that we have plenty of

evidence before contacting the federal government to investigate.



Bill also mentioned that some licensed hams had been keying up to test their equipment
without identifying themselves. Especially now that ISED may be investigating matters on the
island, can all members please make sure that they always identify themselves by their call

signs. Another way to test a station is to use a dummy load.

Paul VY2PTO advised the club that there had been a recent hand glider meet-up on the island.
They sometimes also use the ham bands. Paul will monitor them. Bill said that it might be a
good idea to approach them next time when they have their meet-up to explain to them that the

HF bands are for licensed amateur radio operators only.

Antenna installation at Canadian Red Cross (CRC) building:

Bill VY2WM told the club that Max from the CRC had given us permission to use their space
for our fall radio course with the understanding that we would help them install a VHF/UHF
antenna. Bill has since spoken to Chris Vassey VY2CRV who has given us his approval to go

ahead with the installation. He is in fact looking for someone to take over his role at the

Canadian Red Cross.

Bill said that Rick VY2WTF had a vertical antenna he could donate. Brian VE1BAC also has
some equipment we could use. Ron VE1AIC cautioned against mounting anything directly on
the roof. It was decided to use a supporting structure up the side of the building, secured at the
eaves, to support one dual band (VHF/UHF) vertical antenna. Bill suggested adding a simple
pulley system to also pull up an HF antenna in an emergency. The supporting structure could
be a lightweight tower or, as suggested by Gordon VY2GB, a plastic pipe through which the
coax could be fed. Bill VY2WM will speak to Max about it.

Advanced Radio Study Group:

This was already discussed earlier.

Cape Bear:

Bill VY2WM told the club that he was recently operating out of the Marconi station next to the
Cape Bear Lighthouse and that he garnered a lot of interest from visitors. Cape Bear told Bill
that they had indeed a lot of people interested in the Marconi station due to its history, but that

to date there was nothing there for them to see. The visitors enjoyed watching Bill operate his



station. Valerie from the Cape Bear Lighthouse had the idea to perhaps make this a permanent
thing, whereby we would have a permanent station set up inside of the Marconi station and do

demonstrations for the public. The idea was warmly received by the club members present.

Tyler VY2TM and Joel VY2KW suggested setting up a museum-type station to show the public
what a radio at the time of the Titanic would have looked like. Bill VY2WM agreed to have a
museum-like experience for visitors, but to also have a modern radio station set up that is used
live, both CW and phone. Elizabeth VY2KV who is a trained heritage tour guide agreed that

connecting the past with the present was the best way to bring the heritage of a place to life.

Brent VY2HF added that Cape Bear Lighthouse had received a concept suggestion from a
heritage consultant. He suggested having Morse Code mornings where people could come on a
bus or in their cars and for $20 a head have a Morse Code experience using something with the
look of a Van de Graaff generator (without spark discharge). They could be offered a Morse
Code class in order to communicate just like they did on the Titanic. They could then send a

simple message and receive a certificate before being served lunch.

Bill VY2WM asked if the club would be interested in using the Marconi station as a seasonal
clubhouse. As it’s not insulated we wouldn’t be able to use it in the winter. Another negative
would be the distance from Charlottetown. It’s about a 1% hour drive. There is also currently
no power in the building. On the other hand, there is internet as well as opportunities to run
wire antennas. The general consensus was that it would be worth setting up a station. It could
be used during the warmer months and could provide a place for contesting. Aaron VY2DIY
suggested inviting Valerie and others from the Lighthouse to one of our meetings to bounce

ideas back and forth. Bill will discuss it with them.

St. John’s Ambulance:
Bill VY2WM reported that he had not yet been able to coordinate a meeting with St. John’s
Ambulance. They have some equipment they wanted our help with as well as a possible room

for a club station. Bill will reach out to them this month.

Bill VY2WM adjourned the meeting at 8:38 PM.



Julia Ashworth Bill McMaster

Secretary President



