Charlottetown Amateur Radio Club

President
Bill McMaster VY2WM
Secretary Vice-President Treasurer

Julia Ashworth VY2JA  Joel MacNeill VY2KW  Charles Easter VY2CE

Minutes of April 1st, 2025 meeting

Bill VY2WM called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Members present were:

Bill McMaster VY2WM
Brent Taylor VY2HF

Alan Beck VY2XU

Wayne Jamieson VY2W]
Ricardo Angel VY2AN
Michael McNeill VY2MG
Selina MacArthur VY20L
Lowell Sweet VY20X

Fraser Ashworth VY2FA
Aaron Shelvey VY2DIY
William Caw VY2CAW
Derek Campbell VY2DCR
Charlie Mullen VY2CK

Chris VanHorn VY2HC

Tyler MacNeill VY2TM (virtual)
Justin Campbell SWL (virtual)

Sick and Silent Keys:

None noted

Joel MacNeill VY2KW
Richard Burke VY2RB
Nathan Strongman VY20E
Ron MacKay VE1AIC
Charles Easter VY2CE
Darrell MacArthur VY20M
Brian Gorveatt VY2BG

Bill Glydon VY2LI

Julia Ashworth VY2JA

Steve Hutchings VY2SH
Bruce Maclean VY2BM
George Meggison VY2GM
Doug Silliker VY2DS

Omair Imitaz VY2PE (virtual)
Aaron Boeker VY2EK (virtual)



Announcements:

None noted.

Minutes of March 4th, 2025 meeting:
Bill VY2WM advised that since the minutes for the last members” meeting had been emailed to

all members there was no need for the secretary to read them.

Bill VY2LI noted one omission and one error on the minutes. Julia VY2JA is to correct them

and re-upload onto our website. (Done [/4 - April 2nd).

Business arising from the minutes:

Prize for Atlantic QSO Party:

At the last meeting we discussed the possibility of sponsoring a prize for the upcoming Atlantic
QSO Party. Tonight, after some further discussion, it was decided that the prize should be a
plaque and that it would be awarded to the highest scoring station in PEI. Doug VY2DS and
Derek VY2DCR are going to ask the Summerside club members if they would be willing to also

sponsor a plaque. That way we could have one plaque for high power and one for low power.

Moved by Bill VY2WM, seconded by Steve VY2SH to sponsor up to $100 for a plaque
recognizing the top scoring Island station at the upcoming Atlantic QSO party contest. All

approved, motion carried.

Club Station Search:

Bill VY2WM reported that with the exception of Milton he still hadn’t heard back from any of
the mayors he’d emailed about a possible location for our club station. He mentioned our
situation to the NGOs at the last NGO meeting in February, and it was agreed that Bill would
email them the details. Maybe some of the NGOs like St Johns Ambulance or the Salvation

Army have a space for us.

Bill VY2LI asked where we stood with the Red Cross. Bill VY2WM explained that the Red
Cross representative at the last NGO meeting had indeed offered us the use of their radio room
as our club station. However, our relationship with the Red Cross over the years has not been

straightforward, in part because of frequent changes of the executive. The concern is that any



agreement with the current management might not be transferable to the next. Furthermore,
access could be a problem. We might not be able to use the room whenever we wanted. Bill
VY2LI asked if they would allow us to have a tower. William VY2CAW said that the antenna
could very well be a problem because the local Red Cross can’t act in isolation from the
off-Island Red Cross. Ron VE1AIC warmed against investing large amounts of club funds into

any organization.

Julia VY2JA and Michael Morrison VY2CO reminded the club that the mayor of Stratford had
informally offered us space in the youth centre/new school that’s being built in Stratford. We
would, however, have to wait for another year. Derek VY2DCR suggested that in the meantime

we could have an annual agreement with the Red Cross. Any place is better than no place.

It was decided that Bill VY2WM would carefully put his feelers out and see if an arrangement

with the Red Cross could be a suitable option for us.

President Report:

Bill VY2WM reported that he had purchased black and orange material for our club
callsign/name tags - black for the name tag, orange for the callsign. Due to a technical problem
with his 3D printer he wasn’t able to make a sample tag. Bill is hoping that he can get his

printer fixed before too long and bring some callsign/name tags to the next meeting.

Treasurer Report:

Charles VY2CE reported that by the end of March 46 members had renewed their membership
for 2025. There was also an extra e-transfer today and two renewals before the start of the
meeting, giving a total number of renewals of 49.

Income from membership fees up to the end of March amounted to $930.00.

The only expenses in March were $3.75 in bank fees.

Moved by Charles VY2CE, seconded by Doug VY2DS that the financial report be approved. All

in favour, motion carried.



Charles VY2CE mentioned to the club that there was a small number of members who thought
that they were RAC members but in fact weren't. As a result they paid $20 instead of $30 for
their membership fee. Charles asked that going forward members would please confirm their
RAC status before paying for club membership. This is the link:
https://www.rac.ca/rac-member-lookup/. You only have to enter your callsign in the member

search box and press submit.

Committee Reports:
Training/Education:
Mike VY2MG reported that there had been no change since last month. Some people he'd

corresponded with are now enrolled on the Summerside Spring course.

Brent VY2HF told the club that he’d built one of the four $9 CW kits he’d bought from
Amazon.ca. It was a straightforward, easy build. Brent will post the link to the Amazon page on

our Discord server.

Repeater Update:
Ron VE1AIC reported that the Glenn Valley repeater was currently in a temporary location

until the building was fixed. It’s doing well, as are all other repeaters.

Correspondence:

Nothing this month.

New/Ongoing Business:

Update from the Summerside Club including Field Day:
Doug VY2DS reported that they were still waiting for permission to use Belmont Park for Field
Day. Alan Beck VY2XU offered to take photos on Field Day.

Doug also reported that they were currently updating/upgrading their club house.
Regarding the Spring Licensing course, Doug said that they had 13 people enrolled, and that all

was set to go ahead as planned. The location is still the Superstore upstairs room.


https://www.rac.ca/rac-member-lookup/

Doug continued saying that the Summerside club would be doing Youth on the Air with the
Scouts. He will be sponsoring a callsign for them. The Summerside club will also be involved
with the 150th anniversary of West Point Lighthouse and, similar to what we did with Cape

Bear Lighthouse, might be buying them a callsign as well.

Cape Bear Lighthouse:

Bill VY2WM and Brent VY2HF will be meeting with representatives from Cape Bear
Lighthouse this Thursday to discuss setting up a radio experience in the Marconi station. It
would be something CW related, inspired by Bletchley Park. Bill and Brent will report back to

the club at the next meeting.

Information Exchange:

Lowell VY20X, recipient of the ARRL DXCC Honor Roll Award, gave a presentation entitled

"Hints for Chasing DX".

Bill VY2WM adjourned the meeting at 8:47 PM.

Julia Ashworth Bill McMaster

Secretary President
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