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Minutes of May 7, 2024 meeting

Bill VY2WM called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.

Members present were:

Bill McMaster VY2WM Joel MacNeill VY2KW

Brent Taylor VY2HF Richard Burke VY2RB

Bruce Maclean VY2BM Aaron Boeker VY2EK

Ricardo Angel VY2AN Charles Easter VY2CE

Fraser Ashworth VY2FA Julia Ashworth VY2JA

Bill Glydon VY2LI Brian Gorveatt VY2BG

Ron MacKay VE1AIC Mike McNeill VY2MG

Darrell MacArthur VY2OM Selina MacArthur VY2OL

Michael Morrison VY2CO William Caw VY2CAW

Rick Hews VY2WTF George Meggison VY2GM

Micah VY2MIC Devin Garlick VY2DFG

Arden VY2ALG Bushra Bashir VY2BBK

Doug Silliker VY2DS Reg Sharkey VY2REG

Arthur Smith VY2BIT

Sick and Silent Keys:

None noted.



Announcements:

None noted.

Minutes of April 2, 2024 meeting:

Bill VY2WM advised that since the minutes for the last members’ meeting had been emailed to

all members there was no need for the secretary to read them.

Correction of minutes:

Brent VY2HF pointed out that there was an error in last month’s minutes. It said that Patrick

Collicutt VY2PC had made 24 contacts in 24 hours, when in fact he had made contact with 24

countries within 24 hours.

Moved by Doug VY2DS, seconded by Charles VY2CE to approve the minutes as circulated. All

approved, motion carried.

Business arising from the minutes:

None noted.

President Report:

The SMART24 Symposium:

Bill VY2WM reported that SMART24, which took place on Saturday May 4th in Springhill NS,

had been a great success. All 150 available tickets had been sold, many of them to Islanders. As

every year, the WestCumb ARC gave away a number of door prizes. Darryl VY2OM won a

bridge pass.

Emergency Preparedness Event:

Bill VY2WM told the club that the “Touch the Truck” event on Sunday May 5th at the Allen

Street Sobeys had been another great success. It was part of the PEI EMO’s Emergency

Preparedness Week and involved a number of NGO’s such as ourselves, Ground Search and

Rescue, the Salvation Army, the Fire Department etc.

Bill extended his thanks to Mike VY2MG who set up a POTA station, Devin VY2DFG who

brought coax, and all those who attended including Ron VE1AIC, Bushra VY2BBK, Bill VY2LI,

Darryl VY2OM, and Selina VY2OL.



According to Dakota from the EMO around 200 people attended. The event ran from 11 A.M.

until 2:00 P.M.

Bill VY2WM said he was able to set up a WINLINK station thanks to Ron’s gateway.

Bill explained that the purpose of the “Touch the Truck'' event was to let the public see the

NGO’s that were involved in the Island’s Emergency Preparedness. Bill said he was able to

hand out a number of club business cards.

Bill told the club that he was talking to a number of people about our basic licensing course. He

suggested offering the course for free to the NGO community including first responders. They

would still have to pay for the book.

William VY2CAW officially proposed the motion that members of the NGO community

including first responders would be able to take the course at cost (i.e. cost of study guide only).

This was seconded by Mike VY2MG. All in favour, motion carried.

The PEI EMO was very thankful for our attendance. Next year, they will promote the event

better.

Club House:

Bill VY2WM reported that Bushra VY2BBK’s husband might be able to help us find a club

house. Bushra confirmed that their contact would try to help us. He has requested more details

on exactly what we’re looking for.

Mike VY2MG reported that he was chatting with somebody from the Salvation Army who said

that they might have space for us.

Bill told the club that the RCMP was moving from their current location in Charlottetown to

Cornwall. Maybe their building might be a possible location for us. Similarly, Protective

Services are moving out of their downtown location. Perhaps there might be space for us there.

Rick VY2WTF reported that Carrefour are currently renovating and expanding their property.

They don’t really have the space for us. Rick said that the school was planning on setting up a

community radio station. Maybe we can work with that.



Michael VY2CO added that the purpose of the community radio station would be the

promotion of Arcadian and French music.

Treasurer Report:

Charles VY2CE reported income from membership so far of $790.00 from 31 members and that

there were three members who had prepaid for 2024 back in 2023. There are also two life

members, giving a total paid membership of 36. Donations received to date total $30.

Charles continued his report saying that we had received $450.00 in tuition fees for the spring

course as well as $350.00 from the sale of seven COAX study guide books. This gives us a total

income of $1,620.00 up to the end of April.

Bank expenses up to the end of April were $18.90 and office expenses came to $132.06, giving a

total of $150.96 for expenses. Charles added that the invoice for the most recent purchase of

three COAX study guides was still outstanding and had not been paid yet.

Moved by Charles VY2CE, seconded by Rick VY2WTF that the financial report be approved.

All in favour, motion carried.

Committee Reports:

Training/Education:

Spring 2024 Basic Licensing Course:

Brent VY2HF reported that Thursday May 9th would be the last day of instruction. Monday

May 13th would be the last class overall. The first exam is scheduled for Thursday May 23rd.

Brent expects to have 7 new hams on the Island.

Brent is already building a list for the Fall 2024 course with about six names so far.

Bill VY2LI asked if the club would be interested in getting involved with the Seniors College.

Brent VY2HF replied to the affirmative and said that an introductory overview course would be

a possibility for the fall. Classes could take place in the mornings as opposed to evenings, if

that would be preferred by the seniors.

Repeater Update:

Ron VE1AIC reported that everything had been quiet so far.



He has made a trip to Belfast to check on the repeater in the garage. Everything is fine. Ron is

getting ready to transfer the repeater to the tower. He is also setting up a weather station.

Fraser VY2FA asked if the repeaters were linked via internet or UHF. Ron said that they were

all linked via UHF.

New Club Station Location Committee Update:

Bill VY2LI reported that there was nothing additional to report beyond what had already been

discussed earlier. If anybody has any ideas or suggestions regarding the new club house, please

contact Bill VY2LI.

Michael VY2CO reported that he had not heard back from the mayor of Stratford. He assumes

that that means No.

Bill VY2WM suggested preparing an information sheet with all the details on what we’re

looking for in a club house (dimensions etc.). That way we could have it ready to hand out at

events.

Field Day Committee Update:

Ricardo VY2AN reported that Rick VY2WTF had been successful in securing Wood Island

Lighthouse for Field Day.

Rick told the club that the whole area around the lighthouse was ours to use including

washrooms and restaurants.

Rick also said that we had received permission to set up at the Pinette Racecourse during the

Belfast Days event, which would be a big and noisy community event. About 400 people are

expected, plus there will be loud music.

Rick is still waiting for confirmation from Pinette Park. As this is owned by a private

organization, they have to present our request at their next business meeting for approval. Rick

is planning on reaching out again this week. Apparently, there are currently no washrooms as

they had been destroyed by Fiona.

Rick reported that we could also operate and camp on the former driving range at Selkirk Golf

Course. It’s a 2 acre flat area that would be available to us.



Bill VY2WM suggested setting up a station at the racetrack during the busy Belfast Days event

with the sole purpose of representing ham radio to the public. This could be a single POTA

station. Rick VY2WTF and Ricardo VY2AN agreed.

Rick VY2WTF said that there would be some notable persons such as the House Speaker at the

event so that there would be security.

Brent VY2HF said that we may need to have two entries for Field Day as the two locations

would be too far apart.

Bill VY2WM asked if we could set up an end fed antenna on the lighthouse. Rick VY2WTF

replied that he didn’t think that would be a problem, but that we should confirm with George

VY2GF who regularly activates lighthouses.

Correspondence:

None.

New/Ongoing Business:

CARC Flea Market:

Ricardo VY2AN reported that he was able to secure St Mark's Church in Sherwood as a

location for our flea market for Saturday July 27th. The church has a big hall and kitchen.

There would be room for about 12-15 tables inside. There is also a door leading to a large green

space. Ricardo suggested, weather permitting, using the green space for a radio activity and/or

extra tables.

Ricardo told the club that the church had offered us the space for free, but that Bill VY2WM

and himself suggested donating $100 to the church.

Bill VY2WM asked members to form a Flea Market Committee with the purpose of not just

organizing the event, but also to advertise it to other clubs in the Maritimes. Door prizes such

as bridge passes might be an idea,

Committee volunteers are: Darryl VY2OM, Ricardo VY2AN, Brian VY2BG, and Tracey

VY2TAZ.



Buffalo on the Air:

Doug VY2DS reported that the Summerside club would be organizing another Buffalo on the

Air event at Slemon Park. This year’s date will be August 9th.

Doug said that the call sign used would be VY2BUF, and the activation would run from ~10:00

A.M. until 6:00-7:00 P.M.

Last year, it was pretty hot inside of the plane, so this year they may activate from outside next

to the plane. Doug said that two stations would be ideal.

Bill VY2WM asked if Slemon Park was a memorial for POTA. Doug said that it wasn’t.

Doug would appreciate any help for organizing the event. He said they would be ordering

special QSL cards.

POTA demo for air and sea cadets:

Doug VY2DS would like to set up a demo for air and sea cadets and has reached out to a lady

who has connections to the cadets. So far he has not had a reply.

Doug said that he had just discovered that Devin VY2DFG also had connections to the cadets.

Maybe Devin can help.

Bill VY2WM suggested that this event might be able to be combined with the Buffalo on the

Air event.

Demo at Superstore in Summerside:

Doug VY2DS said that he had received permission to set up a demo at the Superstore in

Summerside. He’s currently working out the logistics. If the Charlottetown Club was interested

in doing the demo then we could. Bill VY2WM suggested that the Summerside Club should

organize this one with it being in Summerside and us having quite a lot of things going on this

summer already. Bill said that we might be able to do one in Charlottetown next year.

Doug suggested a possible date for the event could be at the end of August or beginning of

September.

Possibility of sponsoring one spot in the course for a senior or student who might not to be able

to pay for the course themselves:



Doug VY2DS suggested that the Summerside and Charlottetown clubs might jointly offer free

tuition and book fees to seniors and/or students who can’t afford to pay for our basic licensing

course. The two clubs could split the cost of the book.

Bill VY2WM said that he would agree to it on a case by case basis. Instead of buying a new

book we might be able to lend a book. The course fee could be waived.

William VY2CAW asked how a person who couldn’t afford the course fee could afford to buy a

radio. Doug VY2DS said that he had a number of radios that he could lend someone.

Micah VY2MIC suggested always keeping one spot open for free. Charles VY2CE and Bill

VY2WM said that it would be best to do it on a case by case basis.

Bill VY2LI reminded the club that a while back we were talking about the possibility of having

the radio licensing course accredited for High School. We could then offer a scholarship to a

high school student.

Bill VY2WM said that it would be great to have two or three study guides available to loan out

to students.

RCAF Centennial:

Bill VY2LI reported that the centennial event that took place throughout April in honour of the

Royal Canadian Air Force had been a great success. The call sign they used was VY2RCAF.

Collectively, they made about 6,500 QSOs and received a lot of good comments across Canada.

PEI was singled out for our outstanding transmissions.

Bill VY2WM said he would include this in his report to the RAC.

Information Exchange:

Bill VY2WM gave a talk on how to save high custom fees when ordering from abroad.

BillVY2LI adjourned the meeting at 8:39 PM.

Julia Ashworth Bill McMaster

Secretary President


